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shall at its head, chose for its minister a young Scotchman, James Thompson, who had arrived in Virginia a year or two earlier. He lived at first with the Marshall family.1 Thus it came about that John Marshall received the first of his three short periods of formal schooling; for during his trial year the young 2 Scotch deacon returned Thomas Marshall's hospitality by giving the elder children such instruction as occasion offered,3 as was the custom of parsons, who always were teachers as well as preachers. We can imagine the embryo clergyman instructing the eldest son under the shade of the friendly trees in pleasant weather or before the blazing logs in the great fireplace when winter came. While living with the Marshall family, he doubtless slept with the children in the half-loft4 of that frontier dwelling.
There was nothing unusual about this; indeed, circumstances made it the common and unavoidable custom. Washington tells us that in his surveying trips, he frequently slept on the floor in the room of a settler's cabin where the fireplace was and where husband, wife, children, and visitors stretched themselves for nightly rest; and he remarks that the per-" son was lucky who got the spot nearest the fireplace.5
1  Meade, ii, 219. Bishop Meade here makes a slight error. He says that Mr. Thompson "lived at first in the family of Colonel Thomas Marshall, of Oak Hill."  Thomas Marshall did not become a colonel until ten years afterward.   (Heitman, 285.)  And he did not move to Oak Hill until 1773, six years later.  (Paxton, 20.)
2  James Thompson was born in 1739.  (Meade, ii, 219.)       8 Ib.
4 Forty years later La Rochefoucauld found that the-whole family and all visitors slept in the same room of the cabins of the back country. (La Rochefoucauld, iv, 595-96.)
6 "I have not sleep'd above three nights or four in a bed, but, after walking ... all the day, I lay down before the fire upon a little hay,